Earen Coulland

By Irene Gentle

all it the clash of the titans, A great
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together, they are homribly wrong

S0 what o dod 1 vou want to have
a preat-looking painting, trust the
artist, 1F vou want something decora
tive that clicks with your current
décor, call an interior designer, Bun il
vou want both, call Karen Couilland
Then cownt YL I:III."\'\.:“I_"'\

Couillard is a Quebec native who,
when torn as (o whether (o pursue 2
career in ant or décor, decided 10 do
hoth. The result is a big, bold, slash
ing exclamation mark of a career,
breezily melding the disparate ele
ments of fashion, interior design and
painting and then glancing back as if
to zay “What? Doesn't everyone do
this?’

Actually, they don't. But Couillard,
36, who spent time as a childrens
wear designer with her husband,
Steve, unerringly and joyfully rargeis
the inner diva in every woman. And
people are lapping it up

In a world where art can be con-

sidered a very serious thing, she



offers a bright, unpretentious alterna-
Live,

Designated by her as groovy art, her
work 15 ]_11:igh|:,h fun and hip and her
use of colour jubilant and vnabashed,
It wakes up the senses and reacquainis
you with a sudden longing for a hot
outdoor patio, a cool summer
drink and the altermoon free o
gossip with your best giclfriends.
Or at least swill martinis unl
nightfall.

Despite this, Couillard 15 a
serious artist, propelled by a love
of the lovely.

“Everything thats visual, it
ALEACES e,
things,” she said. “When you are
am artist, you're an artist in every
which way. You're going to live
and breathe it.”

And forget that old idea of an
antist locked up in her garrev

I love beawtiful

Couillard is definitively and exu-
berantly a part of popular cul-
ture.

Just take the pages of a [ashion
magazine, duplicate their zest,
flirtatiousness and popular rele-
vance and then suck them on a
canvas or furniture,

Woila! A Couillard.

Well, blame it on her roois.
Quchec has a special spot in the
Canadian landscape as a beacon
of the carelessly chic, the mussi-
ly glamorous.

That is Couillards back-
ground. But in 1994, she moved
with Steve to Ontario. The duo
have been married for 15 vears
and have two children together, a
daughter, Ann-Elizabeth, 10 and a
som, Seven-James, .

The girl likes to follow in her moth-
er’s lootsteps, drawing every chance
she gets. And that has Couwillard, who
didn't se1 out 1o be an anist, shaking
her head.

65 west of ¢he city

“You have to have something that’s
different,” she [rets, knowing artisis
rarely survive simply by being good,

anymore.

Then again, Couillard is still shak-
ing her head that this is her way ol
making a living.

“I came out with this style and it's
different than what you see in a
pallery,” she said, “And now, I'm just
going with the [low”

So it isn't her faule the flow happens
to be funky Just witness the fashion

pages.

“Right now, fashion is about nnusu-
al pieces, like a purse that has a fringe
on it, 2 purse that has an usual form
on it, Like beads and fringe, a palm
tree with a bunch of sequins sevm on
it. or an embroidered purse,” said
Couillard. “These are comversation
PIECES YOU USE A5 AN Accessory,”

And those with their eve ona
Couillard oltenn have a confi-
dent feel for style, compelling
enough to pull off a wend and
make it look like an original

“People are looking for
unigque finds,” she said. "1 lind
that people need colowr, And
I'm wery inspired by having
wording on paintings. Graffiti
inspires me a lot. Thats why 1
call it groowvy art.”

Becanse of her eye for the
now, she sees her pieces as col-
lector's items in the making.

Shes interested in works
tracing the [ashionable dame
from the early 19005 wo the turn
of the recent millenninm,

Bun thats just now "1 can’t
tell you what I'm going 1w be
doing in 10 years,” she said
happily.

But in the meantime, she’s
ore of the few anisis who can
sell you a painting, take it to
your home and brilliantly
rearrange the furniture for you
before she goes.

“I can take your place and
change it,” she said. “I can dec-
orate any space withowt a budg-
et, using what you already have
and tarm it all around. To's all in
the presentation.”

And just as inart, it's the details th
make the difference.

“I'm a viswal artist,”" shrugged
Couillard. "I a flower pot doesn’
belong there, | can tell.”

Consider voursell warned, #



